The Evolution of Connection
English and Spanish across six generations: 1928 to Present

Based on “Inglés y Espainol A Través De Generaciones,” this deck maps the shifting motivations
behind language acquisition—from the Silent Generation to Generation Alpha.
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Language 1s a Retlection of the World

Social Conditions

Who interacts
with whom?

just about vocabulary or
grammar; it is a direct
reflection of the era in
which a generation lives.

Learning a language is never m

The \
- Motivation

to Lw
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Technological Advances Cultural Changes
How do we access information? What do we value?
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The Silent Generation (1928-1945)

THE ERA OF EXCLUSIVE LUXURY

The Hispanic Lens (Viewing English) The Anglosphere Lens (Viewing Spanish)

e Limited to diplomats, academics, and the elite. e Viewed as a niche academic interest, lacking

» Associated strictly with high status and rare practical application.

international opportunities. e Latino immigration was not yet significant

» Context: Growing up during/after WWII, enough to drive daily necessity.

language was a luxury, not a necessity.
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Baby Boomers (1946-1964)

THE AWAKENING OF CONNECTIVITY

The Hispanic Lens
(Viewing English)

The Anglosphere Lens
(Viewing Spanish)
e Importance grows due to the

expansion of Multinational
Corporations (MNCs) and

e Spanish gains visibility due
to the rise of Latino
communities and culture in

global tourism. the US/Canada.
e Schools begin including * Formal teaching remains
English in curricula, though limited despite the growing

quality remains variable. cultural curiosity.

Context: The world opens up. Business and tourism begin to bridge gaps.
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Generation X (1965-1980)

THE PROFESSIONAL STANDARD

The Hispanic Lens (Viewing English) . The Anglosphere Lens (Viewing Spanish)
 Shifts from an asset to a mandatory « Popularity surges in the US driven by
professional standard. immigration and cultural integration.
 Industries across the board begin requiring e Educational institutions begin offering
English proficiency for employment. | Spanish instruction with greater consistency.

Context: Globalization and the dawn of personal computing standardize business requirements.
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Millennials (1981-1996)

THE BRIDGE TO DIGITAL

The Anglosphere Lens
(Viewing Spanish)

The Hispanic Lens
(Viewing English)

* Indispensable for technology,
science, commerce, and
customer service.

The Hispanic Lens (Viewing English)

» Viewed as a tangible
economic advantage.

~ The Anglosphere Lens (Viewing Spanish)

e Learning is accelerated by mass  Viewed as a tangible economic advantage.
consumption of English content: » Propelled by the undeniable growth of the
music, cinema, the early internet, and Latino population and its cultural influence
video games. in the US.

Context: The Information Age explodes. Mass media becomes the primary teacher.
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Generation Z (1997-2012)

THE ERA OF DIGITAL IMMERSION

The Hispanic Lens (Viewing English) The Anglosphere Lens (Viewing Spanish)
e | earned naturally because the internet e The most bilingual generation in US history.
infrastructure functions primarily in English. e Interest is driven by cultural blending: Latin music,
» Global platforms, video games, and social media TikTok trends, and bilingual content creators.
facilitate total immersion without traditional study.

Context: The first digital natives. Learning happens through osmosis.
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Generation Alpha (2013-Present)
THE ERA OF AMBIENCE

The Hispanic Lens (Viewing English) The Anglosphere Lens (Viewing Spanish)
e L earned via apps, videos, and games from » Acknowledged globally as the second most
toddlerhood. spoken language.
e |t is part of the environment, not just a e [ts presence in entertainment and early
school subject. education is normalized and expected.

Context: Screens are omnipresent. Language is environmental.
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The Trajectory of Necessity

N
/(

Phase 1:
Mid-Century
1
N
A Luxury A Professional Advantage A Global Necessity
Status & Academia Business & Standards Digital Reality & Environment

In the span of a single century, the necessity of learning English and
Spanish has undergone a complete metamorphosis.




A Global Community for a Connected Era

E
e
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Introducing Se Habl
The Value The Schedule The Mission
Building 5 years of online meeting history. A Mondays A global community gathering for English and
space for genuine exchange in a digital Wednesdays Spanish language exchange. Learning and
world. Sundays making friends from around the world.
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Curated Resources for the Learner

Take the leap and learn the language online.

F@' Institutional
=& Resources

A8 UNAM Mexico

-1 1= Instituto Cervantes

="

]
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Diccionario del Espanol de Mexico

El. Digital &

Practical Tools

L

“w BBC Learning Spanish
4 » Coursera & EdX

Zn English to Mexican Spanish
Translator

¥4 My Spanish Class

——————————————————————

& NotebookLM



Join the History of Conversation

We have spent five years building a space where
language is lived, not just studied.

Join the Toronto MeetUp Group
Take the leap.
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